METABODY SUBPROJECT: Civilizing process and nature studies:
the sciences, the environment, humanimals, and identity fixation.

Title Civilizing process and nature studies: the sciences, the environment,
humanimals, and identity fixation.

Research How were created and modified the concepts of “nature”, “human”, “animal” in

question the West since the scientific revolution? How were they modified during the last
years of the XIX century in relation to evolutionary theories? How these relate
to cognition, heritage and law? Were gestures and movements involved in
pedagogic, photographic and theatrical performances shaping society’s
behaviour and images of the-self-the-others? How did they relate to science?
Did they build identities, which and how? How they affected education, the
press, photography, cinema and the diffusion of science? Were there
alternatives? How these historical grounds affect today’s conception of the self,
politics, conscience, agency, communities, science, nature and new
technologies?

Motivation | Sciences had been affected by political and social conceptions. During the last

and years of the XIX century some of them, such as biology, medicine, psychology,

relationship | anthropology, neurosciences, nature studies, pedagogy, photography, show a

with the shift, if not a dramatic change in light of new inventions-creations and new

objectives | perceptions of beings, time and space. These changes are in the basis of how we

of the perceive the world and how we relate to-within-it in every sense. The research

project will deal with many of the METABODY topics through Legal history (concepts of
responsibility, agency or sustainability), history of science and cognition
(illegible affects, embodiment, tech, inmotion, cognition, agency, synaesthesia,
emergence), history of culture (unexpected, mediation, change), and
philosophy.

Leader and | EVA BOTELLA ORDINAS (Universidad Autonoma de Madrid). Open to everyone.

other

Metabody

groups

involved

Research e Discover when, how and why illegible affects were deleted from

objectives European and Western culture

e Relations between the cultural construction of the concept of cognition
and performativity/motion/gestures.

e Relations between the cultural concept of heritage—both legally and
biologically—and the scientific and legal language and images to
describe/measures/proofs.

e Studying the boundaries between human and animal, and blurring them.
Hybridization, symbiosis.

e Study of the diverse conceptions of nature and being, to create an
alternative to express and feel other ecologies of becoming. Etc.

Time The study will follow three major lines of research: one, dealing with the history
schedule of cognition and cognitive sciences in relation to movement, gestures, and the

construction of objects to measure them. Other will study the languages of
civilization and progress (legal and scientific), its relation to both the




construction of science and scientific methods, and their diffusion through
pedagogy (nature studies), the press-media and theatre. Finally, another line
will study politics (of the body, of the environment, of the state, of consumption,
of perception) and its relation to the previous lines of research. The period will
focus mostly since late nineteenth century onwards, and the subjects will be
both human and animals.
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